
 
 

REULAR MEETING 
DECEMBER 10, 2012 

 
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, December 10, 2012, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor 
Ames Barnett presided. 
 
Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  
Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief 
Glenn. 
 
Visitors present at the regular meeting are the same as listed in the Work Session minutes held on the 
same date. 
 
Rev. Pritchard opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES APROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of 
the work session and regular meeting held on November 12, 2012 and the minutes of a public hearing 
held on November 30, 2012. 
 
AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting 
agenda as presented adding an executive session to follow the regular meeting to handle two personnel 
and one legal matter. 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT:  Chamber Director Jenny Clark reported on a great weekend in 
Washington-Wilkes with the Christmas Tour of Homes and Christmas Parade of Lights. 
 
Clark reported that the 2013 membership packets had been mailed and encouraged those not currently 
members to consider joining the Chamber. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/MAIN STREET UDPATE:  David Jenkins reminded council that the 2013 CHIP 
application will go in this week.  The Charrette, which include long term plans for the Gordon Street 
school and surrounding property, has been completed.  The GICH Retreat will be held in February 2013 
and will focus on long term housing trends. 
 
The Christmas Parade of Lights was a great event and will be televised on the city’s Comcast channel 
twice daily. 
 
The City now has operational control of the Pope Center and re-wiring of the kitchen is on-going.  
Citizens may contact Joe Willis through the City Hall number to make reservations. 
 
TOURISM REPORT:  Tourism Director Erin Pollock reported on the very successful Christmas Parade of 
Lights and thanked the many city workers for the efforts on this event.  Pollock reminded citizens that 
the “Snowing of the Square” continues each Friday evening through December. 
 
Pollock reminded those present of the New Year’s Eve event at the Pope Center, sponsored by the News 
Reporter and the Washington Jockey Club featuring the group “The Tam’s”. 
 
Pollock was asked by council to obtain the gross earnings by the Chamber on events that they sponsor 
which are held at Callaway Plantation. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Chief Glenn reported that the Children’s Toy Drive in ongoing and 
expects to assist some 200 needy children this year.  This event will be held at the Parks & Recreation 
facility on December 19, 2012, from 9 AM until Noon. 
 
MARION TUTT:  Council member Tutt signed to address council concerning events from the November 
2012 meeting of council.  Mr. Tutt advised that his family has been harassed by Mr. Hopkins on four 
different occasions and that Mr. Hopkins did not portray the truth in his speech at the November 
meeting.  Mr. Tutt advised that he has tried to treat Mr. Hopkins with dignity and respect, but that Mr. 
Tutt must put his family’s wellbeing first. 
 



MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett thanked all those who worked tirelessly to make the Christmas 
Parade of Lights a success.  Barnett also thanked Amethyst Wynn for the successful Legislative Breakfast. 
 
Mayor Barnett reminded those present of the Public Hearing for citizen input on the 2013 proposed 
budget and now that the city has operational control of the Pope Center more efforts will be made to 
promote its use. 
 
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey reminded those present that Energy Assistance is on-going and work 
will be done to try to get a location in Washington where applications can be made. 
 
Rainey thanked those who have approached her with ideas for educational uses for Callaway Plantation.  
Rainey also thanked Bobby Mills for the presentation on Pinpoint GeoTech and hopes to see some 
savings from this application during 2013. 
 
Rainey also thanked Council member Harris for his kind donation of coats for two small children in need. 
 
Rainey encouraged citizens to review the 2013 proposed budget and to express their views/opinions at 
the Public Hearing to be held on December 14, 2012. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS ON CITY BUSINESS: 
 
CULLARS:  Council members Cullars stated that the only way Washington will grow is if everyone begins 
to work together and felt that the Mayor should have let Council member Tutt finish his earlier 
comments. 
 
Council member Cullars also requested that the City contact affected voters in the city’s recent re-
districting boundaries in early 2013 so that voters will know their correct voting precinct. 
 
Cullars also advised that he still desires to have a street named after M.L. King, Jr.  Cullars further 
advised that there are some 91 GED students that need assistance with testing fees. 
 
HARRIS:  Council member Harris apologized for leaving during the November meeting until tempers had 
cooled and order was restored.  After thought, Harris felt the he was not elected to walk out of 
meetings. 
 
Harris thanked those who worked on the City float, which won first place in its category and further 
advised that the parade will be televised on the city’s Comcast channel at Noon and 7 PM each evening. 
 
TUTT:  Council member Tutt apologized to Officer Johnson for comments made about him at the 
November meeting and stated that the city should move forward and focus on job growth during 2013. 
 
Tutt also praised the efforts by all for the successful Christmas parade. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Eskew reminded those present of a Public Hearing 
on December 14, 2012, 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to receive citizen input on the 
proposed 2013 budget.  Eskew further reminded those present of a called meeting to be held on Friday, 
December 21, 2012, at 5 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to approve the 2013 city budget. 
 
GA MINIMUM STANDARDS CODE UPDATE:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, council 
approved 6 to 0 the following codes: 
 NEW GEORGIA AMENDMENTS:  2006 Edition of the International Residential Code 
                                                                          2006 Edition of the International Plumbing Code 
 NEW GA OPTIONAL APPENDICES:  IRC Appendix R Disaster Resilient Construction 
                                                                             IBC Appendix N Disaster Resilient Construction 
 
WRECKER USE POLICY:  City Administrator Eskew advised that included in each council member’s 
meeting packet was a wreck policy which could be used in developing a policy for wrecker use by the 
City.  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 referring this matter to the 
Police Committee for further study. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter 
into executive session as previously outlined at 6:50 PM. 
 
On motion by Armour, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session at 7:21 PM. 



 
City Attorney Fleming gave a report that three personnel matters were discussed in executive session 
with no final action being taken. 
 
On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 having Mayor Barnett sign an 
executive session affidavit. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 
7:23 PM. 
 
                                                                                        ____________________________________MAYOR 
 
                                                                                        ___________________________________CLERK 
  
 
  
 
 


